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Forest Hills Baptist Church (Nashville) minister Chad Mize and

Baptist collegiate minister Jonathan Chapman are dedicated to

helping aspiring church leaders find ministry mentors. Working
together, they aim to create a cycle where mentored students later
mentor others, effectively addressing the declining pipeline of

ministry leaders.

This process recently unfolded with Cole Rogers and Micah Stephens,
demonstrating the “circle of ministry life.” Both were students at
East Tennessee State University and involved in the Baptist Collegiate

Ministry (BCM). Rogers, now BCM minister at Belmont, is from Forest

| BN

Hills and Stevens, now FHBC’s collegiate minister, both were a part of
the ETSU BCM.

Chapman said evangelism, discipleship, the local church and BCM are

connected through the financial generosity of Tennessee Baptists.

“As Tennessee Baptists give through the Cooperative Program and the
Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions,” Chapman said, “They make
it possible for BCMs to disciple students and also to send them back
out as leaders into the local churches here in Tennessee — and also

around the world.”



Leslie Strange, director of the
Embrace Grace ministry at Judson
Baptist Church, Nashville, leads a
devotion for single mothers.

mbrace Grace provides crucial support to single women facing
unplanned pregnancies by offering community, emotional support,

and spiritual guidance to women who often feel isolated and overwhelmed.

The ministry at Judson Baptist Church in Nashville, led by Leslie Strange,
exemplifies how local churches can create a safe space for women to

connect, grow in their faith, and receive practical assistance.

Kiara Harris, a participant in the program, had considered abortion and
even saved money for the procedure during her last pregnancy. However,
she credits divine intervention for her change of heart: “What saved me
was God. He works in so many mysterious ways. He stopped me from
doing it (having the abortion) and led me to Leslie and Embrace Grace,”

Harris said.

This ministry receives support from the Golden Offering for Tennessee

Missions, allowing it to reach more women across the state.

Beth Moore, TBMB compassion ministry specialist, underscores the
importance of this support: “Because Tennessee Baptists give through
the Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions, we're able to partner with

churches that are serving single women across the state of Tennessee.”



atif Salar, an Afghan and former Muslim, found
LChrist after encounters with Christians in India.
He eventually made his way to the U.S. and in 2020, he
planted the first Afghan church in Tennessee in Memphis.

Before coming to Memphis, Salar planted churches in
India, Indonesia, and Australia, baptizing numerous
converts from Iran and Afghanistan. His approach is
modeled after the book of Acts, focusing on small group

meetings and personal evangelism.

Salar’s ministry also extends globally through broadcasts
to Afghanistan via Facebook, YouTube, and satellite
TV. He receives calls from people in Afghanistan, Iran,
Tajikistan, and Europe, with many seeking Christ even

though some callers risk Taliban persecution.

The Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions supports
ethnic church plants like Salar’s, enabling Tennessee
Baptists to reach far corners of the Earth. Salar says,
“Jesus is too real to me and to everyone who receives
Christ. Why should I not share this?”
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The escalation of generous giving through the

Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions has enabled
Tennessee Baptists to expand the reach of compassion
ministry, church planting and support Baptist
Collegiate Ministry across the state.

anniele Geer felt there was no way out. She was in
D jail, had tried every drug, had no home and “didn’t
have nobody.” But through the work of Champion
Recovery Christian Women’s Job Corp in Jasper, Geer is
now holding down a job for the first time in 12 years and

discovering the transformation only Jesus can bring.

Champion Recovery CWJC offers faith-based recovery
support, focusing on sobriety, behavior modification, and
evangelism. The program meets weekly, providing classes
on recovery and life skills while connecting participants

with local churches.

“As we change one woman'’s life, we pray that will lead
to changing a family, which leads to changing the
community,” said Alyson Riley, executive director of

Champion Recovery CW]C.

Support for this transformative ministry comes from
the Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions, enabling
women like Geer to rebuild their lives through faith and

community support.
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Thank you Tennessee Baptists for your
contribution to Kingdom work.




